
 
       Easter Sunday: 2nd of May. Abol. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Palms Sunday at Pokong 



The Holy Week and all the Easter celebrations were a 
success: Don Sandro introduced new rituals such as the Via 
Crucis or a longer procession on Palms Sunday. The Holy 
Saturday was – which was celebrated only ad Abol - 
particularly creative: they started at sunset lighting a fire; 
then with the Easter candle, they entered a dark-lit church 
whose four corners had been prepared to represent the 4 
nights of our salvation: the night when everything was 
created, the Exodus night, the night Jesus was born and the 
resurrection night.  
 
As you can see from the pictures, the participants were 
mostly young children and teenagers who could be the future 
local Catholic community. They are getting involved more 
and not just for the biscuits they would get. 
 
However, the most satisfactory one for Don Sandro was the 
Easter Sunday which he celebrated with only one Mass at 
Pokong: it was the first Mass ever at Pokong and the locals 

were taken back 
by the novelty of 
the Mass and its 
rituals. Don 
Sandro celebrated 
in Komo language 
and sometimes 
stopped to give 
the time to the 
catechist to 
translate.  

 
 



VISUAL CATECHISM 
 
As Don Sandro himself put it, it’s not the Sistine Chapel, but 
he has given vent to his creativity painting the walls of the 
church. He found that illustrating the stories for the children 
makes it easier to remember them and when the children 
come back to church, they will revisit and look again at the 
paintings. 
 
As you can see from the pics, the catechism focused on 
Moses and Abraham’s stories. 
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THE HIDDEN WAR 
 
People in Tigray 
keep on living in 
poverty and 
depending on 
humanitarian help 
for food and 
medicine which 
the Ethiopian and 
Eritrean military 
block and slow down. Rape against thousands of young 
women and girls has been used as a military weapon to 
intimidate the locals. Massacres carry on. 
 
No news is available locally and Don Sandro gleans his 
information from Italian and international newspapers.  
 
 People in Tigray won’t have any saying in the elections of the 
21st of June and all the opposition has almost completely 
been reduced to silence by the dominant party of the Prime 
Minister. 
 
 
 



WHEN WILL ALL THE 
AFRICANS GET THEIR 
VACCINE? 
Don Sandro expresses his 
concern for the lack of 
vaccines in Africa. He has 
been offered one by the 
Mother Theresa’s nuns, but 
he is wondering what will 
happen if the Covid – now 
only present in Addis Abebe 
and other big cities – 
reaches Gambella. He trusts in the heat, the young age of the 
population and the possibility of living outdoor to keep the 
virus at bay.  
 

A LONG QUEU & THE QUEST FOR DIESEL AND A 
MECHANIC 
 
It took Don Sandro 3 long days to fill up his 4 barrels of Diesel 
and each time he almost got to his turn when something 
happened: the garage decided to close, or the diesel ended. 
Diesel has become scarce and difficult to find nowadays. And 
he needs it for the tractor and the sowing. He had spent one 
month to prepare the soil and the weeds had grown again in 
the 3 weeks in search of the diesel. So, he had to start 
clearing the soil again before proceeding to the sowing.  Don 
Sandro finally found the diesel, but the tractor stopped 
working. The quest for the mechanic starts; they turn up but 
then disappear without leaving any trace. Eventually, he finds 



one through the diocese, but he too disappears for a while 
and asks for a price which is 7 times the salary of one of his 
employees. He is left with no choice but paying if the tractor 
needs to be working. 
 
Even with some delay, the sowing starts. He is hoping for 
good weather, a lack of thieves and a normalized political 
situation (government’s instability means no diesel). 
 
 
 
 


