
Reserving a seat at either 8.45 am or 11.15 am Mass on Sundays and 9.30 am Weekdays

Good news, Sunday and weekday Masses will resume once again at Our Lady of Lourdes, Sawston with 
effect from Sunday 5th July. The times of Masses will be the same as before lockdown.

Sunday: 8.45am & 11.15am
Monday to Saturday: 9.30am

Mass is still live streamed at the above times, so people can participate online.

IS THE SUNDAY OBLIGATION STILL LIFTED ? Yes. And it will be for the foreseeable future which will make it
easier for people to come to Mass any day of the week. Out of your charity, please go to a weekday Mass, 
leaving the limited number of seats for those who could only go to Mass on Sunday because they work on 
weekdays. This number may be quite high among the younger adults in our Parish. At the moment, the church 
is only permitted to seat 30 parishioners at any one Mass. Therefore, it will be necessary to reserve a place at 
your preferred Mass in order to comply with Government guidelines.

Can I ask you to ring the Office mobile (07754 227468) to reserve your seat (either by text, or phone call – a 
message can be left if the phone is not answered)  Bookings will be reserved on a first come first served basis.
On entering the church, there is hand sanitiser and you will be allocated a seat in order to minimise people 
having to cross by one another and preserve social distancing as much as possible.  Families can sit closer 
together and therefore I ask that you reserve your place by 12 Noon Saturday for Sunday masses and 
6.00 p.m. for weekday masses on the day prior to attending mass, in order that the church can be set up 
ready for masses.  (Government guidance for other venues including in the retail and hospitality sector, says 
we should assist this service by keeping an accurate temporary record of visitors for 21 days, in a way that is 
manageable for your place of worship, and assist NHS Test and Trace with requests for that data if needed for 
contact tracing and the investigation of local outbreaks.")

You will be guided by a Steward when to come up for Holy Communion.  We are asked to limit time together in
church and leave through the Exit door in the centre of church and not go out the same way you came in.

All of this will take a while to adjust to and I ask for your patience and understanding as we set up these new 
procedures.

If you are able to be a steward, or help clean the church after one of the Masses, please leave a message on 
the Office mobile.  It would be good to have a rota of helpers as the new procedures are going to incur quite a 
lot of extra cleaning.

Please use your common sense when you go to church during this pandemic time. You only go to church 
when you feel safe to do so. (Government guidance tells us that certain groups of people may be at increased 
risk of severe disease from COVID-19, including people who are aged 70 or older, regardless of medical 
conditions. Individuals who fall within this group are advised to stay at home as much as possible and, if they 
do go out, to take particular care to minimise contact with others outside of their household.)

For more information, please check the website www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-for-
the-safe-use-of-places-of-worship-from-4-July .(Government guidance tells us that from 4 July, gatherings of 
more than 30 people will be permitted but only in certain public places as set out in law. This will include 
places of worship and their surrounding premises. There are however activities where it is advisable to restrict 
numbers to 30 within a place of worship for public health reasons.")

With my best wishes.
JM


